
RDS Data Element Management

RDS Data Element Management is a tool for maintaining an encyclopedia of data elements that exist in 
the databases used by RDS applications.  The tool provides the means to organize logically related data 
elements into groups, maintain the relationships between physical tables, and maintain each data 
element.

A data element is a set of instructions detailing how to handle the information that the data element 
represents.   These instructions include things such as the physical location of the data (database, table, 
field) and the type of data (date, text, money).  Applications use these instructions to determine how to 
retrieve, format, edit, sort, filter, or otherwise deal with the data.  For example, the Absence Date data 
element tells applications that it represents a date field in the RDS K12 database in a table called 
AttendanceHistory in a field called dtmDate.  Applications that consume this data element will see that it’s 
a date and will be able to provide date formattingor drop down calendars.

A Group is a set of logically related data elements.  Figure 1 is displaying a group called Attendance, 
which exists in the RDS K12 system.  Because there are thousands of data elements throughout the 
different RDS Systems, most of which only interact with a very small set of data elements, applications 
use the groups to ensure that only related information is retrieved.
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